THE CHURCH OF GOD
clerks had to learn and use a special and privileged hand-
writing, called the Cursos Romance Cttrice, which was extremely
difficult to imitate. In fact, the Curia was the first great Civil
Service of the medieval world, and the only truly international
court. Everything which is now done for the subjects of a
country by government departments was done, or at least
supervised, by the one Papal Curia for the whole of the
Western world. Small wonder there were so many delays in
its transaction of business.
Such delays, moreover, were at least sometimes due to the
fullness of the care that was taken to do strict justice in a day
when justice often demanded that the Church's officers in a
distant country must first make a full investigation and send
a report. In Devonshire there was an obscure village called
Waplam whose vicar complained to the Pope that the Abbey
of Lenton was trying to dispossess him of his church. The
circumstances were tedious and extremely complicated. It was
claimed, for example, that the vicar was the son of a priest
and so incapable of holding a vicarage. This turned on whether
the decree of 1163, on which Lenton rested its case, could be
regarded as retrospective. The Curia waited the results of a
long investigation by the Bishop of Winchester and Exeter,
and eventually decided for the vicar in a judgment which any
judge in any age might be proud to give.1 But it naturally
took time.
The incessant complaints against the Curia, however, as a
cumbersome and slow-moving machine for the taking of
bribes and the perverting of justice also had truth behind them.
When Thomas Becket was in exile his party bribed incessantly,
1 Adrian Morey. Bartholotneiv of Exeter (Cambridge University Press),
p. 5<5.
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